PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


The  Clinic, 

Meadow  Street, 
FALKIRK,  October , 1952. 


To  The  Provost,  Magistrates,  and  Councillors 
of  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk,  and  the  Department 
of  Health  for  Scotland. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  the  D.H.S.  Circular  128/1951  I have  the 
honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health  of  the  Burgh 
for  the  year,  1951. 

I am, 


Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  D.  FINLAYSON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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INTRODUCTION  TO  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1951 


General 

The  opportunity  for  reviewing,  in  a general  way,  the  health  of  the 
Burgh  during  the  year  1951  is  specially  appreciated  at  this  time.  The 
National  Health  Service  Acts  are  now  working  with  less  frictional 
interference  although  even  yet  there  are  several  parts  which  require 
more  lubrication. 

During  1951  the  main  feature  was  the  taking  over  of  the  routine 
School  Medical  Inspection.  This  was  done  in  the  school  session 
commencing  in  the  September  of  that  year.  This,  of  course,  necessi- 
tated increasing  the  number  of  Staff  of  the  Department  by  the  appoint- 
ment, for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Burgh,  of  a full-time 
Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  A continuity  of  supervision  of 
the  children  is  now  possible  by  the  inclusion  of  the  School  Medical 
Service  within  the  Health  Department  of  the  Burgh. 

The  child  population  is  in  the  region  of  7,000  which  in  itself  is  a 
considerable  responsibility  and  certainly  a feature  of  immense  interest 
from  a health  stand-point.  So  often  can  one  judge  the  domestic  and 
social  back-ground  of  the  children  during  the  course  of  School  Medical 
inspection.  It  has  not  been  possible  to  include  in  this  report  any  notes 
of  the  conditions  found  at  the  medical  examinations  of  the  children 
although  a short  summary  for  the  period  up  to  the  end  of  1 95 1 is  to  be 
found  in  tabular  form  in  later  pages. 

The  year  under  review  also  brought  about  the  consolidation  of  the 
Health  Services  in  so  far  as  Social  Welfare  work  was  concerned  and  here 
let  me  pay  a tribute  to  the  work  of  Dr.  Grant,  who  carried  out  for  the 
Social  Welfare  Department  the  certification,  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  and  Lunacy  Acts,  the  examination  and  certification  of  all 
patients  for  admission  to  Part  III.  accommodation  and  the  inspection 
of  Mental  Defective  boarded-out  patients  within  the  Burgh.  I would 
like  very  much  to  record  here  our  indebtedness  to  Dr.  Grant  and  our 
appreciation  of  the  work  he  did. 

I would  also  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  gratitude  to 
Dr.  Mary  Barr  who  has  left  the  service  of  the  Town  Council  and  the 
post  of  part-time  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Dr.  Barr  was 
ever  willing  to  give  every  assistance  to  my  Department  and  she  con- 
tributed greatly  to  the  smooth  running  there-of  by  her  efficient  and 
quiet  manner. 

In  consequence  of  this  take-over,  the  Public  Health  Department 
and  the  Department  of  Social  Welfare  are  coming  closer  together,  as 
should  be.  There  is  now  a greater  integration  of  the  Welfare  work 
and  the  co-operation  which  exists  between  the  Health  Department  and 
the  Social  Welfare  Department  is  largely  due  to  the  understanding 
and  able  administration  of  Mr.  Thomson,  the  Social  Welfare  Officer. 
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The  opening  of  Redding  House  as  a Children’s  Home  has  also 
brought  additional  duties  to  this  Department  in  that  the  Medical 
supervision  falls  to  be  performed  by  the  Medical  staff.  Here  again 
there  is  a happy  co-operation  and  it  is  an  opportunity  for  developing 
the  wider  side  of  Child  Welfare  and  I take  this  opportunity  to  express 
my  gratitude  to  Miss  McIntosh,  Children’s  Officer,  for  her  invaluable 
help  in  this  work. 

Infantile  Mortality 

The  Infantile  Mortality  for  1951  has  jumped  again  to  42  deaths  per 
1,000  live  births.  This,  at  first  glance,  would  seem  to  be  high  but  in 
making  an  analysis  of  this,  only  7 of  the  total  25  deaths  occurred  in 
children  over  four  weeks  old,  while  1 8 deaths  occurred  in  children  under 
four  weeks  and  I feel  that  it  is  giving  a wrong  impression  to  the  laity 
when  one  just  slumps  the  whole  of  the  deaths  under  the  figure  headed 
Infantile  Mortality.  I am  sure  that  the  majority  of  Medical  Officers 
of  Health  feel  very  strongly  in  this  connection  and  there  is  need  for 
some  modification  of  the  term  Infantile  Mortality.  Admittedly,  we 
know  of  the  term  Neo-natal  Mortality,  but  I wonder  if  it  could  not 
be  made  possible  to  have  two  terms  so  that  the  Neo-natal  deaths  are 
excluded  from  the  Infantile  Mortality.  It  used  to  be  that  the  Infantile 
Mortality  figure  gave  some  indication  of  the  general  conditions  existing 
within  an  area  either  the  social,  economic  or  occupational  conditions 
but  now-a-days  with  the  increase  in  the  neo-natal  figure,  as  is  noted 
in  previous  reports,  the  true  picture  is  not  being  presented.  I include 
here  a table  of  the  deaths  occurring  under  1 year  and  from  that  table 
it  is  evident  that  there  is  a lack  of  clear  definition  as  to  the  cause  of 
those  neo-natal  deaths,  for  instance  12  of  the  18  are  classed  as  “ other 
diseases  peculiar  to  Infancy.”  This  in  itself  is  a loose  term  and  although 
I have  no  doubt  there  would  be  considerable  difficulty  in  classifying 
the  actual  cause  of  death  there  is  evidently  material  for  research  with 
a view  to  ascertaining  what  measures  might  be  employed  to  prevent 
those  deaths  if  at  all  possible. 


Over  4 weeks  under  1 year  male  female 

Pneumonia  1 1 

Bronchitis 1 — 

Diarrhoea — 1 

Congenital  malformation  — 1 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  Infancy  — 1 

Causes  ill-defined  1 — 

3 4 Total  7 


5 


Under  4 weeks 

Congenital  malformation  1 

Birth  injuries,  post  natal  asphyxia  and 

atelectasis  1 

Diarrhoea  of  newborn  2 

Other  diseases  peculiar  to  infancy  8 


2 

4 


12  6 Total  18 


Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

1951  presented  no  outstanding  feature  in  so  far  as  Vaccination 
and  Immunisation  are  concerned  except  to  comment  on  the  fact  that 
the  number  of  emigrants  is  increasing  considerably  judging  by  the 
number  of  vaccination  confirmations  requiring  to  be  dealt  with  by 
the  Department. 

I should  like  to  add  here  a note  on  the  necessity  for  pushing 
forward  the  Diphtheria  immunisation  campaign.  While  there  were 
no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during  the  year  19511  feel  sure  that  all  the 
young  children  within  the  Burgh  are  not  fully  immunised.  Now  that 
the  School  Health  Service  has  become  a part  of  the  work  of  this  Depart- 
ment, it  is  possible  to  check  up  on  all  who  have  not  been  immunised 
and  remedy  this.  There  still  exist  several  people  who  profess  their 
dis-belief  in  immunisation  but  fortunately  such  people  are  becoming 
fewer  and  let  us  hope  that  sense  will  prevail  over  prejudice. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination 

During  1951  so  far  as  B.C.G.  Vaccination  was  concerned  a table 
is  included  here  indicating  the  work  done. 


Group  Tuberculin  tested  Negative  re-actors  Vaccinated 

M F M F M F 

Nurses  4 55  — 4 — 2 

Medical  Students  — — — — — — 

Contacts  — — — — 2 2 

Others  — 37  — 3 — 2 


Infectious  Diseases 

There  was  a fairly  heavy  incidence  of  Measles,  there  being  some 
655  cases  in  all  within  the  Burgh.  An  out-break  of  Dysentery  also 
occurred,  this  was  mainly  of  the  Sonne  type  and  diagnosis  was  frequent- 
ly made  after  the  patient  had  recovered  from  the  original  attack. 
There  were  50  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever.  This  was  mainly  of  a mild  type. 
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Here  I would  make  a comment  that  it  is  to  be  much  regretted  that 
so  far  as  the  Public  Health  Department  is  concerned  the  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  are  mainly  of  the  paper  variety  and  it  is  a pity  in  many  ways  that 
one  cannot  see  them  as  actual  beings  thus  obtaining  some  information 
as  to  the  severity  or  otherwise  of  the  infection.  There  were  70  cases  of 
Primary  Pneumonia  as  compared  with  79  of  the  previous  year. 


Tuberculosis 

During  1951  there  were  96  cases  notified  of  which  69  were  respir- 
atory and  27  non-respiratory.  Of  these,  93  were  confirmed,  3 being 
non-confirmed. 

The  problem  of  the  sub-standard  children  is  still  present. 


Housing 

Housing  continues  to  be  a major  problem  in  the  field  of  Public 
Health.  It  is  surprising  the  number  of  people  who  can  produce 
medical  certificates  for  disease  which  is  the  result  of,  or  is  aggravated 
by  the  housing  conditions.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  a 
large  proportion  of  the  troubles  are  psychological  which  can  be 
bettered  by  improved  housing  conditions.  Frequently,  one  is  faced 
with  difficulties  in  assessing  the  deserving  nature  of  each  case  and  while 
every  effort  is  made  to  assist,  it  is  not  possible  to  allow  one’s  better 
judgment  to  be  over-ruled  by  sympathy.  It  is  also  surprising  how  many 
cases  are  the  “ worst  in  the  Burgh.” 

This  aspect  of  Public  Health  is  certainly  in  the  realm  of  social 
medicine  and  doubtless  a welfare  problem  of  the  greatest  magnitude. 
The  points  scheme  at  present  in  existence  is  subject  to  review  and  it  is 
hoped  that  a new  points  scheme  will  emanate  from  the  deliberations 
of  the  Authority  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  However  good 
a points  scheme  appears  to  be,  there  are  always  cases  out-with  its 
scope  which  deserve  to  be  specially  considered  in  light  of  the  circum- 
stances. I cannot  but  admire  the  patience  of  the  Special  Sub-Committee 
which  deals  with  this  aspect  of  housing  as  I feel  sure  they  spend  hours 
considering  each  case  on  its  merits  and  their  decision  is  reached  after 
considerable  deliberation. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  appreciation  for  all  the 
assistance  I received  from  the  Housing  Department  in  the  promotion 
of  health  especially  from  the  aspect  of  preventive  medicine. 

Midwifery  Services 

Midwifery  services  continue  to  be  carried  out  as  efficiently  as 
before  and  the  tables  give  all  the  relevant  information.  Gas  and  Air 
Analgesia  is  available  as  in  former  years. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 

The  Nursing  Service  under  the  direction  of  Miss  Stewart,  the 
Nursing  Superintendent  is  efficiently  administered.  The  Nursing 
Report  for  1951  indicates  the  amount  of  work  that  is  carried  out  by  the 
Nursing  Staff  and  I cannot  express  too  highly  my  appreciation  of  the 
co-operation  which  I receive  from  the  members  of  the  Service.  The 
appointment  of  an  Assistant  Superintendent  permits  of  a sharing  of 
the  duties  of  administration  especially  now  that  the  School  Medical 
Service  has  been  added  to  the  Nursing  Service. 

During  1951  the  Nurses  Home  at  Craigenhall  was  completed  and 
occupied.  This  Home  has  accommodation  for  13  Nursing  Sisters  and 
a Resident  cook.  It  is  pleasantly  situated  and  is  near-by  the  main  bus 
route.  It  is  perhaps  a pity  that  accommodation  was  not  available  for 
the  entire  staff  but  perhaps  the  future  will  permit  us  to  extend  the  exist- 
ing home  to  provide  accommodation  for  all  under  one  roof. 

DAY  NURSERIES 

The  three  day  Nurseries  continue  to  provide  accommodation  for 
120  children.  The  attendance  at  the  Nurseries  has  varied  considerably 
during  the  past  year  owing  to  epidemics  of  Dysentery,  Chickenpox, 
Mumps,  etc.  There  has  been  of  course,  a considerable  amount  of 
discussion  as  to  the  continuance  of  those  Nurseries  but  there  is  little 
doubt  that  they  serve  a most  useful  adjunct  to  the  Child  Welfare  Service 
and  I should  very  much  like  to  see  the  existing  Nurseries  extended  and 
the  accommodation  increased  to  provide  more  places  for  children. 
Each  Nursery  has  a Waiting  List  and  although  their  original  purpose 
was  to  provide  accommodation  and  supervision  for  children  under 
school  age,  while  the  mother  was  working,  nowadays  with  housing 
conditions  as  they  are  the  safety  of  the  children  is  a factor  which  cannot 
be  over-looked.  Apart  from  everything  else,  it  is  good  for  children  to 
mix  together  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  Nurseries  and  they  acquire  at  an 
early  age  the  spirit  of  communal  play  which  serves  well  in  future  years. 

MILK  SUPPLY 

A review  of  the  milk  supply  was  made  during  the  latter  part  of 
1951  and  it  was  decided  then  that  the  supply  of  milk  should  be  modified. 
This  is  being  done  and  while  it  is  kept  in  mind  that  the  supply  of  milk 
to  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  of  the  utmost  importance,  the  co-operation  of 
the  patients  is  earnestly  sought  so  that  the  Scheme  is  not  exploited. 

HEALTH  EDUCATION 

In  connection  with  the  Festival  of  Britain  an  exhibition  was  held  in 
the  Town  Hall  from  the  15th  September  to  22nd  September.  Through 
the  kindness  and  co-operation  of  the  Scottish  Council  for  Health 
Education  a very  effective  display  was  presented.  Photographs  of  the 
stand  are  included  in  this  report. 
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The  public  showed  great  interest  in  the  various  branches  of  the 
Department  and  for  the  first  time  it  was  possible  to  bring  to  the  notice  of 
the  public  the  various  services  provided  by  a Public  Health  Department. 

During  the  year  the  usual  monthly  film  evenings  were  held  at  which 
the  attendance  was  very  satisfactory.  Various  films  of  particular  and 
topical  interest  were  presented  emphasizing  the  preventive  aspect  in 
physical  and  mental  disease.  It  is  unfortutnate  however,  that  the 
availability  of  the  units  has  been  suspended.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the 
future  these  will  return  as  they  serve  a very  useful  purpose  in  the 
community  particularly  in  so  far  as  health  propaganda  is  concerned. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 

The  ever  increasing  demand  for  domestic  helps  is  taxing  the  reserves 
of  the  Department.  The  total  number  of  domestic  helps  has  now  been 
increased  so  that  we  have  now  a Domestic  Help  Service  in  the  propor- 
tion of  1 per  1,000  of  the  population.  That  is  to  say  there  are  approxi- 
mately 38  home  helps  available.  There  is,  however,  no  doubt  at  all 
that  the  demand  is  occasioned  by  the  lack  of  suitable  accommodation 
for  that  class  of  elderly  person  for  whom  there  is  no  adequate  provision 
within  the  Act.  If  it  were  at  all  possible  to  provide  accommodation  on  a 
communal  basis  for  this  type  of  case  it  would  greatly  reduce  the  demand 
for  the  Domestic  Help  and  allow  a greater  turn-over  of  cases.  The 
average  type  of  case  at  present  being  dealt  with  is  of  the  long  term 
variety  namely,  the  Senile  type  or  the  elderly  incapacitated.  Admittedly 
few  of  the  cases  are  willing  to  go  into  hospital  or  suitable  institutional 
accommodation  and  the  majority  have  either  no  immediate  relatives 
or  do  not  desire  the  assistance  of  their  relatives  or  again  in  many 
instances  the  relatives  are  not  accepting  the  full  responsibility  of  the 
care  of  the  aged. 

There  is,  of  course,  a very  big  financial  factor  in  this  type  of 
Service.  In  consequence  of  the  increased  rate  of  remuneration  for  the 
domestic  helps  the  total  cost  of  the  Service  is  mounting,  while  the 
recovery  rate,  due  to  the  type  of  case  dealt  with,  is  ridiculously  small 
and  I do  feel  that  some  sharing  of  the  financial  responsibility  ought  to 
be  possible. 


WHITHER  ? 

It  is  quite  evident  that  the  expenditure  on  health  is  increasing. 
Costs  are  rising,  economies  are  essential.  The  main  question  is  upon 
what  to  economise.  So  frequently  in  the  past  history  of  our  country, 
health  and  welfare  services  have  had  to  be  curtailed  in  order  to  meet 
economies  and  permit  a greater  expenditure  in  other  directions.  What 
then  is  the  wisest  policy  and  how  in  the  end  will  the  standard  of  health 
justify  such  cuts  in  expenditure  and  shall  we  say  value  economies. 
While  every  care  is  taken  to  watch  such  expenditure  it  is  perhaps 
impossible  to  say  that  the  sacrifice  of  Health  to  Mammon  is  justifiable. 


,NICS  DAY  NURSERIES 
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Exhibition— Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Department 
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CLINIC  PREMISES 

The  present  premises  occupied  by  the  Department  for  Ciinic  and 
other  purposes  are  soon  to  be  vacated.  There  has  been  considerable 
discussion  as  to  what  we  require  for  the  future.  Here  again  the  axe  of 
economy  is  falling  heavy  and  it  would  appear  that  more  sacrificial 
rights  are  to  be  performed  on  the  altar  of  health,  however,  we  hope  that 
premises  will  be  provided  worthy  of  a Burgh  of  such  industrial  import- 
ance as  Falkirk. 


CREMATORIUM 

The  establishment  of  a Crematorium  within  the  Burgh  is  becoming 
more  essential.  In  previous  Reports  I have  emphasised  the  need  for 
this  service.  More  and  more  valuable  ground  is  being  taken  over  for 
extension  of  the  Cemetery.  Within  the  confines  of  Burgh  boundaries 
land  is  limited  and  so  much  is  required  for  housing  and  other  purposes 
that  the  urgency  for  the  erection  of  a Crematorium  is  apparent. 


I also  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  to  my  office  Staff  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  patience  and  hard  work,  and  the  support  they 
give  me  throughout  the  year. 

To  the  following  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  particular  contribu- 
tions to  this  report  : — 

Mr.  French,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  report  on  Factories, 
Food  Supplies  and  other  relevant  information. 

Mr.  Gibson,  Burgh  Engineer,  for  his  report  on  the  sewage  works. 

Dr.  Carter  for  his  report  on  Bacteriological  Examinations  carried 
out  for  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk. 

Mr.  Thomson,  Social  Welfare  Officer,  for  his  report  on  Mental 
Health  Services. 


Exhibition — Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Department 
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Principal  Statistical  Facts  showing  Falkirk’s  position  for 
the  Year  1951 


Scotland 

Large  Burghs 

Falkirk 

Population  (Total  at  30th 
June,  1951)  

5,113,946 

2,751,076 

37,594 

Birth-rate  per  1 ,000 

17-7 

17-8 

15-9 

Death-rate  

12-9 

13  0 

12-7 

All  Tuberculosis  ....  Nos. 

2,179 

1,451 

13 

Rates 

0-43 

0-53 

0-35 

Respiratory  Nos. 

1,886 

1,270 

11 

Tuberculosis  Rates 

0-37 

0 -46 

0-29 

Total  Deaths  

65,778 

35,734 

433 

<L> 

Measles 

25 

12 

— 

s 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

o 

S 

Whooping  Cough 

98 

49 

— 

'o, 

m 

Diphtheria 

5 

4 

— 

’3 

a 

Influenza 

958 

455 

7 

£ 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

4,784 

3,057 

30 

Illegitimate  Births  per  cent 
of  Total  Births 

5 T 

5 1 

4-0 

Infant  Mortality 

37 

39 

42 

Total  Births 

90,639 

49,021 

596 

Deaths  from  all  Puerperal 
Causes 

99 

52 

2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis 

28 

16 

— 

Deaths  from  other  Puer- 
peral Conditions 

71 

36 

2 

■£ 

0..13 

All  Puerperal  Conditions 

1 1 

1 1 

3-4 

<u  CD 

3 u 
oi.t 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0-3 

0-3 

— 

3g 

Other  Puerperal  Conditions 

0-8 

0-7 

3-4 

13 


Exhibition — Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Department 
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Comparative  Table  of  Births  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Illegitimate 

Birth- 

rate 

Percentage 

Illegitimate 

1942 

311 

295 

606 

37 

12-8 

61 

1943 

297 

292 

589 

40 

14  9 

6-8 

1944 

337 

329 

666 

59 

15  0 

8 9 

1945 

297 

286 

583 

38 

14  -6 

6-5 

1946 

431 

349 

780 

54 

20-3 

6-9 

1947 

399 

405 

804 

31 

20-9 

3-9 

1948 

379 

328 

707 

31 

18-4 

4-4 

1949 

354 

305 

659 

38 

17-1 

5-8 

1950 

305 

283 

588 

29 

15-4 

4-9 

1951 

319 

277 

596 

24 

15  *9 

4 0 

Comparative  Table  of  Infantile  Deaths  for  the  past 
Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  of  Infants 
per  1000  Births 

1942 

32 

53  0 

1943 

31 

53  0 

1944 

30 

45  0 

1945 

36 

62  0 

1946 

45 

58  0 

1947 

34 

42  0 

1948 

26 

37  0 

1949 

33 

50  0 

1950 

19 

32  0 

1951 

25 

42  0 

Comparative  Table  of  Deaths  for  the  past  Ten  Years 


Year 

Number  of  Deaths 
Registered 

Death-rate 

Population 

1942 

394 

11  -6 

34,000 

1943 

453 

13  -5 

33,663 

1944 

462 

13*6 

33,971 

1945 

453 

13-2 

34,227 

1946 

461 

12-7 

36,700 

1947 

454 

13  0 

38,435 

1948 

435 

12-5 

38,499 

1949 

593 

11  *5 

38,449 

1950 

608 

12-8 

38,206 

1951 

555 

11  -7 

37,594 
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FALKIRK  TOWN  COUNCIL 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  NURSING  SERVICE 


Summary  of  Work  from  1st  January — 31st  December,  1951 


Home  Nursing 

Cases  carried  forward  from  previous  year  146 


New  Cases  868 


1,014 

Results 

Convalescent  701 

Transferred  to  Hospital  55 

Died  84 

Remaining  on  Register  174 


1,014 

Nature  of  Cases  Nursed 


Medical  No.  of  pts.  568  No.  of  visits  28,399 

Surgical  „ „ „ 145  „ „ „ 4,108 

Maternity  „ „ „ 155  „ „ „ 2,745 

Casual  476 


35,728 


Number  of  Supervisory  Visits  paid  to  Redding  House  8 


Health  Visiting 

1st  visit 

Re-visits 

Total 

Ante-Natal  

156 

780 

936 

Post-Natal 

570 

121 

691 

Visits  re  suitability  of  pts.  seek- 
ing admission  to  F.R.I.  for 

confinement  

455 

20 

475 

Infants  

584 

8,397 

8,981 

Children — 1-5  yrs.  

519 

11,321 

11,840 

Tuberculosis — Supervisory 

96 

1,689 

1,785 

Tuberculosis — Nursing 

— 

277 

277 

Contacts  of  pts.  suffering  from 

infectious  diseases  

247 

996 

1,243 

26,228 
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CLINIC  ATTENDANCES 


Meadow  Street  Clinic 

1st  visit 

Re-visit 

1st  visit  Re-visit 

Ante-Natal  455 

20 

Tuberculosis  201 

975 

Infants  224 

2,498 

Do.  Contacts  299 

1,708 

Children — 1-5  yrs.  124 

970 

Light  Therapy  109 

1,988 

Scabies  3 

28 

803 

3,488 

612 

4,699 

IMMUNISATION  AND  VACCINATION 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough  and 

Immunisation 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

A.P.T. — 

D.P.P. — 

1st  Injection 

8 

1st  Injection  

....  113 

2nd  Injection 

11 

2nd  Injection  

....  85 

Boosting  Dose 

8 

3rd  Injection  

75 

Whooping  Cough 

1st  Injection 

1 

2nd  Injection 

1 

3rd  Injection 

1 

Vaccinations 

72 

Camelon  Clinic 

1st  visit  Re-visit  Total  Attendance 

Infants  

105  1,046 

1,151 

Children — 1-5  years  

85  352 

437 

1,588 

Diphtheria 

Whooping  Cough  and 

Immunisation 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

A.P.T. 

D.P.P.— 

1st  Injection  

8 

1st  Injection  

105 

2nd  Injection  

12 

2nd  Injection  

82 

Boosting  Dose 

8 

3rd  Injection  

79 

Whooping  Cough 

1st  Injection  2 

2nd  Injection  1 

3rd  Injection  1 

Vaccinations  56 
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Merchiston  Ave., 

Falkirk  Yes 
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MIDWIFERY 


O') 


(ii) 

(iii) 


(iv) 


Total  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year— that  is 
before  correction  for  mother’s  residence  : — 

Live  Births,  1,121.  Still  Births,  41.  Total,  1,162. 


Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in 
private  maternity  homes),  988. 


institutions  (including 


No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home,  174 
Live,  168.  Still,  5.  Total,  174. 


No.  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance 
at  birth  : — 


Cases  dealt  wiith  under  Section 
23  (2)  of  the  National  Health 
Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary  cases 

Total 

Doctor 
engaged 
and 
present 
at  con- 
finement 

Doctor 
engaged 
and  not 
present 
I at  con- 
i finement 
! 

Midwife 

alone 

(no 

doctor 

engaged) 

Doctor 

engaged 

Midwife 
' alone 
(no 
doctor 
engaged) 

Without 

doctor 

or 

midwife 

(a)  Midwives  employed  by 
the  Authority  (includ- 
ing those  engaged  on  a 
fee-per-case  basis) 

19 

1 

137 

1 

157 

(b)  Midwives  employed  by  1 
Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

— 

(c)  Midwives  employed  by  ' 
Hospital  Boards  of 
Management 

_ 

h/)  Private  practising  mid- 
wives 

— 



17  I 

17 

(<*)  Totals 

19 

137  : _ 

i 

17 

— 

1 

174 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  ANALGESICS 

(a)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  in  the  area  qualified  to  administer 
gas  and  air  analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of 


the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland  8 

( b ) No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  training  during 

the  year  1 

(c)  No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of  gas  and  air 

in  use  in  the  area  at  3 1 st  December,  1951  3 

( d ) No.  of  sets  on  order  at  31st  December,  1951  — 

(i e ) No.  of  cases  in  which  gas  and  air  was  administeres  by  midwives 

in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including  cases  attended 

by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases)  1 5 

(/)  No.  of  cases  in  which  pethidine  was  administered  by  midwives 
in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  (including  cases 
attended  by  hospital  midwives  undertaking  domiciliary  cases)  26 


No.  of  Cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1951 


HEALTH  VISITING 


No.  of  Visits  paid  by  Health  Visito 

rs  during  year 

Exp& 

Mot 

ctant 

hers 

Children  under 
1 year  of  age 

Chil 
betwe 
ages  of 

Idren 
en  the 
1 and  5 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by  the 
Authority* 

(Nursing  Visits) 

455 

470 

584 

8,397 

579 

11,321 

Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Otl 

Cas 

ier 

>es 

Total 

Visits 

Paid 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

First 

Visits 

Total 

Visits 

96 

1,689 

247 

996 

23,015 

Health  Visitors 
employed  by 
Voluntary 
Organisations  .... 

IS 

Jil 

*AU  19  members  of  Nursing  Service  are  certified  midwives. 
The  Service  is  a combined  one  and  no  absolute  figures  can 
be  given  for  midwives. 
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HOME  HELP  SERVICE 


No.  of  Home  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year  39 

Whole  time  (14  on  retaining  bases)  22 

Part  time  17 


Average  period  of  assistance  8 weeks 

No.  of  cases  where  Domestic  Help  was  provided  on  account  of 
confinement  : — 

(< a ) At  home  19 

{b)  In  Hospital  6 

No.  of  supervisory  visits  paid  565 

No.  of  cases  where  Domestic  Help  was  provided  on  account  of 

old  age  and  infirmity  82 

No.  of  cases  where  Domestic  Help  was  provided  on  account  of 

acute  or  chronic  illness  54 

No.  of  cases  where  Domestic  Help  was  provided  on  account  of 

confinement  1 9 


HOME  NURSING 


No.  of  Cases  attended  by 
Home  Nurses  under 
arrangements  made  under 
this  Section 

(exclusive  of  midwifery) 

No.  of  Visits  paid  by 
Nurses  to  these  Cases 

Home  Nurses  employed 

directly  by  the  Authority* 

840 

28,616 

Home  Nurses  employed  by 

Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 
(1)  Ante-natal  and  post-natal  service 


No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year  whether 
held  at  Child 
Welfare  Clinics  or 
other  premises 

No.  of  women 
who  attended  at 
the  Clinics  during 
the  year 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
by  women  during 
the  year 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics — 
Ante-natal  Clinics  

1 

455 

455 

Post-natal  Clinics  

~ 

— 

— 

Clinics  provided  by  Voluntary 
Organisations — 

Ante-natal  Clinics  

— 

Post-natal  Clinics  

“ 

— 

— 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics 


No.  of  Clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  year 

No.  of  children 
who  first  attended 
the  Clinics  during 
year  and  who  on 
the  date  of  their 
first  attendance 
were  : — 

Total  No.  of 
attendances  made 
during  year  by 
children  who  at 
end  of  year 
were  : — 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

Under  1 
year  of 
age 

Over  1 
year  of 
age 

Local  Health  Authority  Clinics 

2 

329 

209 

3544 

1322 

Clinics  provided  by  Voluntary 
Organisations 

— 

— 

_ > 
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SCHOOL  NURSING  SERVICES 

Number  of  Medical  Inspections  attended  22 

Number  of  Class  Inspections  paid — No  Doctor  present  31 

Number  of  Minor  Ailments  treated  at  Clinic  10 

Number  of  “ Follow-up  ” Visits  paid  to  homes  of  school  children  22 


REPORT  ON  MIDWIFERY  CASES 

Number  of  patients  155 

Number  of  cases  where  doctor  was  present  at  birth  19 

Number  of  cases  where  medical  aid  was  sent  for 

During  labour  or  puerperium  48 

For  infant j 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital — 

Before  delivery  9 

After  delivery  2 

Number  of  forceps  deliveries  5 

Number  of  mothers  in  whom  a temperature  of  1 00°F.  was  observed 
on  any  two  occasions  and  was  sustained  for  24  hours  1 

Number  of  still  births 

Number  of  infants  dying  within  48  hours  after  birth  — 


Provision  of  Materials  given  out  to  Local  Practitioners  for  Immunisation 

Purposes 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  30  000  units 

Alum  Precipitated  Toxoid  55  c.c.s. 

Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophylactic  386  c.c.s. 

Provision  of  Insulin 

Six  females  who  are  suffering  from  Diabetes  were  supplied  with 
insulin  in  tubes  of  : — 

20  units  per  c.c.  57 

Protamine  Zinc  Insulin 

40  units  per  c.c.  189 


Total  number  of  tubes  issued 246 
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 
November  — December  1951 


INSPECTION 


Schools 

Children  born  from  Jan. -Apr. 
Year  of  Birth 

Follow- 

up 

Special 

Cases 

Totals 

1946 

1942 

1938 

1935 

Technical 

126 

7 

86 

19 

238 

High 

— 

— 

67 

18 

67 

41 

193 

Camelon 

19 

22 

13 

— 

80 

4 

138 

Victoria 

41 

37 

— 

— 

52 

4 

134 

Bainsford 

39 

21 

— 

— 

42 

41 

143 

Carmuirs 

29 

23 

16 

— 

59 

30 

157 

Comely  Park 

40 

26 

— 

— 

69 

30 

165 

St.  Francis 

30 

28 

45 

— 

83 

44 

230 

Northern 

9 

4 

— 

— 

7 

17 

37 

Total 

207 

161 

267 

25 

545 

230 

1435 

DEFECTS 


Schools 

Eyes 

Ear,  Nose 
and  Throat 

Tonsils 

Nits 

Excluded  Nits 
and  Vermin 

Technical 

29 

1 

11 

High 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camelon 

10 

1 

— 

27 

5 

Victoria 

9 

2 

— 

13 

— 

Bainsford 

7 

2 

7 

19 

2 

Carmuirs 

7 

2 

5 

22 

— 

Comely  Park 

14 

3 

3 

10 

1 

St.  Francis 

15 

2 

1 

34 

— 

Northern 

7 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Total 

105 

14 

16 

138 

8 

IMMUNISATION 


Schools 

Place 

Boosting 

1st  Inj. 

2nd  Inj. 

Refused 

Technical 

High 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Camelon 

Camelon  Clinic 

17 

— 

— 

— 

Victoria 

Meadow  Street 

24 

4 

— 

5 

Bainsford 

Meadow  Street 

25 

9 

— 

1 

Carmuirs 

Camelon  Clinic 

14 

2 

— 

3 

Comely  Park 

Meadow  Street 

15 

4 

— 

5 

St.  Francis 

Meadow  Street 

14 

1 

5 

3 

Northern 

Meadow  Street 

2 

3 

— 

- — 

Total 

111 

23 

5 

17 

25 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Statistics  under  the  appropriate  headings  are  appended  with 
figures  for  1950  shown  for  comparison. 

1950  1951 

Number  of  Lunatics  admitted  to  Hospital  15  22 

Number  of  Voluntary  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital  29  25 

Number  of  Lunatics  on  Licence  — 

Number  of  Lunatics  under  Guardianship 2 2 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  admitted  to  Certified 

Institution  3 1 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  placed  under  Guardianship  — 1 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  placed  during  year  2 2 

Number  of  Mental  Defectives  on  Licence  from  Institution  1 3 


26 


Q 

Z 

< 

- 

H 

O 

U 

{/) 

o 

Czh 

H 

iJ 

< 

a 

ffi 

to 

o 

H 

Z 

j- 

S 

H 

Pfil 


Q 


C8 


MD 

l. 

S 

CQ 


o 

-J 


C/3 

c 

o 

013 
£ .22 

silg 

<3  22 

g|t| 

<u.  c JS 
Q. **r  C C 

^ o o -n 

1 | | | | | | | ||  | 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

•e«-s  3^  5 

l i i i i i i i i i i i i i i i 

1 

Co 

3 3 60^ 

/.  m -C  « 

O 

c 

n 73.  2 
o o *3 

| _ | ; 1 I I I I I I I I I I 1 

O 

Z o o 

1 1 II  1 1 1 II  II  II  1 1 

<D 

*— 

o. 

c 

IT) 

©N 

3 

T3 

e “*23 
o ^ 

•3 

+-*  tn  T3 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 i 1 1 

1 

<D 

O <D  U. 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

1 

<S 

S is'i' 

0> 

_c 

ai  rg 

O 

c 

cd 

c 

a> 

(J 

o 

Q 

(D 

C/D 

C 

o 

T3  c >> 
03  c « 

'S’o.9’a 
fc.S  tJrS 

II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 — 

2 

o y gr- 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

03 

<u 

a 

J 5^-S 

<4- 

O 

< W IZ5 

o 

Xi 

IT) 

ON 

hA 

6 

3 

z 

Typical 
vaccinia 
greatest  a 
7th- 10th  d; 

"INI  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 |.  1 " 

SO 

M 

03 

S 

S3 

•3 

c 

C3 

O 

_ o 

»-3 

0! 

o 

a 

60 

No 

loca 

reacti 

^ 1 1 1 1 1 1-  1 1 I 1 1 1 00 

SO 

c 

-a 

'fa 

#o 

■a 

*C 

a> 

•3 

22 

CL 

3 

c 

3 S’H 

— II— 'll  — IIMIIII 

1m 

^ c3  ^ 

II  II  1 II  1 1 1 1 1 — 

,2 

o 

as 

> 

S’g 

^ &D  c 

c 

CN 

Im 

S 

+■» 

| 

■3  >> 

<u 

<U-3  C 3 

D. 

« o .2 10 
«.S  ti'S 

— Mill-  IIMIIII 

r- 

C 

o 

! <3  2 *7 

o £(*•£ 

II  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

o 

< w in 

a 

o 

o 

tj  c S 

15.2 

X 

u cS,c 

E 

3 

’ay  2 o 

I - 1 1 — III  5 

so 

oo 

z 

H > ^2 

got: 

<N 

1m 

Um  C/3 

0) 

s 

— oosoor-,sDinTtmrt  — o on  x r-  vo  r 

in 

s 

.M^  O 1/3 

v-)V-)Ttrt'3-'rrTtri-T}-Tt-TtTj-roror^)ro  ^ 

D *CQ  <u 

><  0* 

Os  Os  OS  ON  Os  Os  Os  Os  Os  ON  Os  Os  Os  Os  Os  Os  d 

o 

O 

H 

Return  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Notified  during  the  Year 


27 
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notified 
in  a 

previous 
year  and 
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to 
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Return  showing  the  Number  of  Cases,  with  their  Home  Residence,  in  the  area  who  received 
Treatment  in  Sanatoria  or  other  Institutions  during  the  year 
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Return  of  Number  of  Persons  resident  in  the  area  at  31st  December,  1951,  who  were  known 

to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
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elapsing  between  Notification  and  Death  and  between  Discharge  from  an  Institution  and  Death 


31 


>5 

C/5 

Non-Respiratoi 

oS 

E 

£ 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

Males 

1 

1 1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 

1 1 

C/5 

U 

>> 

i- 

o 

13 

E 

<D 

Ph 

r-~ 

m — — 

1 - 

1 ~ 

r-~ 

1 

'5. 

C/5 

<L> 

CC 

C/5 

13 

x> 

1 1 1 

— <N 

l ^ 

x> 

1 1 

1 1 1 

1 

l I 

Z B 

0)  O 
X x 

E £ 

3 e*. 

ZO 


oS 

<D 

s_  X 
<L>  ±1 

S2 

~.o 

>.x 
'c  x 
° c 

T3  O 
0)  c 
X « 

§i 

o£ 

s- 

c <X 

o o 
ZZ 


aS 

0) 

(N 


aS 

X 

o 

■3 

s_ 

<D 

aS 

C/5 

>> 

as 

■a 


as  c 
x o 


<U  3 


'!  § 

el 

Id  3 

Is 

X '-3 

T3 

_ c/5 

o C 
X 

£ 3 

u 

s_  D 

<D  E 

X)  E 

<u  £? 
11 

E 2 

3 c*- 

3 U 

z 

z 

Return  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  the  Year 

ended  31st  December,  1951 


32 


"S  -2 

Case 

not 

remov 

to 

hospit 

1 1 2^  II 

1 1 

1 1 

11^1 

S2  I | 

m m 

X 

$ 

ZS 

Cases 

removed 

to 

hospital 

1-  1-  1 1 

1 ~ 

<N  \o 

I I ^ 1 

1 1 1 1 

m m 

o 

05  £ 

o 5 
E 23 
0® 

65  and 
upwards 

II  II  II 

1 1 

Tt  ~ 

1 1 

1 1 1 1 

Mil- 

j 2 
< H 

Q oo 

pj 

45  and 
under 
65 

II  II  II 

1 1 

<N  m 

i i r 

11^1 

1 1 1 1 

0U 

5 s 
1-  o 

Ob  OS 

o * 

H 0 

35  and 
under 
45 

II  II  II 

1 1 

<N  <N 

i i — 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 1 1 

0 z 
a 2 

w 3 

? g 
o 5 
z 50 

i — Years 

25  and 
under 
35 

ii  ii  ii 

1 1 

*-i  <N 

i i i i 

1 1 1 1 

— 1 1 

SS 

H X 

At  Age 

15  and 
under 
25 

i-  r i i 

1- 

i i - i 

1 1 1 1 

1 1 

§2 
O w 

°8 

to 

5 and 
under 
15 

i i ^ ii 

1 1 

00  o\ 

i i i i 

1 1 1 1 

or>  on 

oa 

< a 

tu 

O 

1 and 
under 
5 

1 1 ^ M 

1 1 

oo  r- 

ii  ii 

1 1 1 1 

«n\o  II 
O oo 

<N  -H 

tC 

W 

CD 

s 

D 

z 

Under 

1 

ii  ii  ii 

1 1 

ii  i i 

1 1 1 1 

16 

11 

At  all 
ages 

|^  ooc  || 

1- 

Ov 

■'t 

i i ^ 

1 1 “ 1 

338 

317 

2 u-<  2 u<  S to. 

2 U, 

S u. 

S lb  S Ub 

5 u,  2 ub 

2 u,  2 u. 

a 

C/3 


JC 

a 


<y 

c 

<u 

C/3 

Q 


a 

3 

c 

tu 


a> 

'55 

uu 


33 


OV  t- 

co  oo 

<N  — c 

" 

1 1 

i i 

1 1 

i i 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

CO  CO 
VO  Tf 

486 

436 

— 1 VO 

Ov  O 

- 1 

i i 

r 

t~-  CO 
CN  <N 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

l~ 

1 1 

- 1 

O Tf 
r~~  <r> 

r,  | 

<N  r~~ 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

1 I 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

I 1 

co  ov 

vo  co 

o ^ 

<N 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

ov  <N 

<N  —i 

l~ 

co  —i 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

^ 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

r-  «o 

1 ^ 

m co 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i- 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

I" 

1 1 

" 

r~~  o 

— ■'fr 

<N  (N 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

1" 

1 1 

1 1 

! 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

6 

21 

~ 1 

(N  co 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

O ov 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

i i 

24 

11 

176 

160 

Tt  -H 

>/->  oo 

1^ 

- 1 

1 1 

i i 

VO  <N 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

r- 
ro  <N 

287 

254 

VO  (S 

" 1 

" 

1 1 

1 1 

i i 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

" 

vo  ir> 

31 

19 

O co 
<N  — 

(N  OO 
rf  <N 

1^ 

- 1 

1 1 

i ~ 

r-  co 

<N  (N 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

1“ 

1 1 

64 

43 

556 

490 

£ fa 

£ fa 

£ fa 

2 fa 

£ u- 

£ fa 

£ fa 

£ fa 

£ fa 

£ fa 

£ u. 

£ fa 

£ fa 

£ fa 

'ti 

3 

ctf 

S 

Pneumonia,  Acute  Influenzal 

>! 

la 

at 

E 

CL 

o 

c 

<u 

C/5 

<u 

J3 

u 

*2 

d 

< 

.2 

c 

o 

E 

d 

c 

CU 

O 

o 

c 

.2 

c 

o 

E 

4) 

C 

0- 

Poliomyelitis,  Acu 

Puerperal  Fever 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Scarlet  Fever 

Smallpox 

Typhoid  Fever 

Para-Typhoid  A 

Para-Typhoid  B 

Typhus  Fever 

Whooping-Cough 

o 

H 

34 


X 

H 

Z 

o 

§ 

X 

u 

< 

w 

Q 

W 

s 

H 

O 

z 


w 

1/5 

S 

/) 

o 

H 

U 

w 

— 

z 


— 

SO 

tj- 

o 

<n  f"-  o >n  — > os  — m 

o 

H 

— VO 

cj 

0\^0^in(S  | iO  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Q 

1 1 II  1 1 1 1 1 

to 

> 

co 

— 1 1 1 1 1 II  1 1 

<N 

— <N  m I |Tfr|<NI  | | | | | | 

<N 

o 

— II  1 II  1 1 1 1 1 

<N 

a 

m <n  so  — 1 — ] 1 1 1 1 l — 1 

<L> 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

00 

GO 

1 <N  m m | — 1 1 1 1 1 — « — i 1 1 

< 

1 — 1 1 II  1 1 II 

<N 

>> 

|On  - — <N  — < — < 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

OS 

3 

1 — — 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

CM 

<D 

d 

| r^r-os-wnm  | 1 I I I I I 

to 

3 

1 tj-  1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

i— i 

>* 

cS 

-nmo  1 or^  | 1 | | l 1 1 

so 

£ 

— — 1 — 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

m 

rd 

rN  r-  — oo  <N  <N  tj-  rn  1——  I I I I 

D. 

— sD  co  I 

m 

< 

<N 

m 

• 

3 

nhd^t  1 r-~  n | I | l | | 1 

so 

— ml—  1 lllllll 

r- 

X) 

— OS  so  — — — ml  1 I 1 1 1 1 

oo 

<U 

Hh 

— d-  (N  lllllll 

OS 

d 

oo  m — t"-  m Tt  O — 

69 

i—i 

::::::::::  3 :::  = 

oJ 

3 

cn 

o 

• o ■ • • ■ 

H 

::::::::::  c :::  : 

<D 

0) 

oo 

aj 

1 a ■ ■ c : ^ u ■ 

<U 

oo 

s 

5 o o)  ^ 

if  i-SiS  o 

sb&*a73^1  -a-gt 

>*•=:  t^—  a>CNiZnOKS>.w>r. 

Scarlet 

Primar 

Whoop 

Mealse 

Erysipe 

Dysent 

Chicke 

Influen 

Puerpe 

Cerebr 

Pneum 

Malari: 

Para-T 

Diphth 

Poliom 

35 


YEAR  1951 


Infectious  Diseases 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

Ward 

4 

Ward 

5 

Total 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

4 

4 

5 

25 

50 

Dysentery  

10 

5 

3 

32 

45 

95 

Erysipelas  

1 

2 

4 

— 

4 

11 

Influenzal  Pneumonia  

13 

3 

2 

9 

6 

33 

Primary  Pneumonia 

22 

7 

7 

14 

20 

70 

Measles  

153 

43 

81 

107 

271 

655 

Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

19 

10 

13 

37 

28 

107 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chickenpox  

2 

1 

4 

4 

7 

18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Para-Typhoid  B 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Malaria  

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total 

232 

79 

119 

209 

407 

1046 
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Infectious  Diseases  notified  during  Ten  Years 


Disease 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Diphtheria  

22 

33 

103 

82 

54 

47 

36 

— 

— 

16 

Erysipelas  

20 

33 

24 

14 

17 

16 

18 

11 

10 

11 

Scarlet  Fever 

47 

94 

201 

97 

60 

93 

189 

67 

67 

50 

Puerperal  Fever  

4 

4 

3 

4 

4 

7 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

2 

10 

12 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2 

3 

1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

9 

1 

1 

1 

6 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  .... 

2 

— 

4 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

9 

— 

2 

1 

1 

Primary  Pneumonia 

28 

49 

48 

46 

79 

66 

52 

71 

79 

70 

Influenzal  Pneumonia 

25 

15 

7 

— 

4 

— 

6 

32 

33 

33 

Pneumonia  (otherwise  not 
notifiable)  

— 

— 

5 

4 

6 

4 

4 

9 

— 

1 

Chickenpox 

— 

1 

2 

37 

1 

— 

— 

— 

18 

18 

Dysentery  

— 

16 

101 

405 

82 

21 

8 

4 

69 

95 

Measles  

381 

27 

367 

178 

523 

33 

432 

120 

375 

655 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

5 

12 

17 

— 

9 

— 

1 

70 

107 

Undulant  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

• — 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

1 

1 

— 

Para-Typhoid  A 

1 

— 

Para-Typhoid  B 

1 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals 

542 

288 

i 

892 

893 

1 

842 

315 

1 

762 

324 

731 

1046 
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GLASGOW  BACTERIOLOGICAL  LABORATORY 

Bacteriological  Examinations  carried  out  for  the  Burgh  of  Falkirk 
for  the  Year  1951 

Positive  Total 

Diphtheria — swabs  1 97 

Haemolytic  streptococci — swabs  28  179 

Vincent’s  infections — swabs  1 6 

Staphylococcal  infections — swabs,  etc.  — 28 

Enterica  Group — faeces  43,  urine  2,  blood  20  — 65 

Salmonella  Group — faeces  32,  urine  1,  blood  1 4 34 

Dysentery  Group — faeces  441  2,433 

Occult  Blood — faeces  3 9 

Worms — faeces  — 7 

Meningococcus — C.S.  fluid  1 4 

Cytological  examination — pleural  fluid  — 1 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum — swab  — 1 

Glandular  Fever — blood  — 4 

Undulant  Fever — blood  — 16 

Cold  Agglutinins — blood  — 1 

Wassermann  Test — blood  — 78 

Kahn  Test — blood  — 14 

Gon.  Compl.  Fix.  Test — C.S.  fluid  — 6 

V.D.G. — smears  — 6 

Organisms — urine  80,  pus  22,  swab  21,  smears  12, 
synovial  fluid  4,  ascitic  fluid  1,  C.S.  fluid  1,  blood 

culture  5,  faeces  1,  sputum  2 — 149 

T uberculosis — (microscopical) — 

Sputum  for  T.B.,  etc.  106  524 

Urine  — 1 34 

Fluids  (pleural  10,  synovial  3,  C.S.F.  2,  various  3)  — 18 

Pus  1 16 

Faeces  — 6 

Tuberculosis  (biological) — 

Urine  — 6 

Gastric  juice  — 17 

Pus  — 7 

Sputum  — 2 

Fluid  (synovial  2,  pleural  9,  various  2)  — 13 


3,881 
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DEATHS  FROM  A PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASE 

There  were  7 deaths  from  Influenza  (3  males  and  4 females)  during 
the  year,  1951.  This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.2  per 
1,000  population. 


DEATHS  AND  DEATH  RATES  IN  OTHER  PRINCIPAL 

DISEASES 

Pneumonia — There  were  10  deaths  from  all  forms  of  Pneumonia 
during  the  year  1951,  of  which  8 were  males  and  2 were  females. 
This  was  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of  0.3  per  1,000  of  the 
population. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases — Including  Bronchitis,  there  were  26 
deaths  from  Respiratory  Diseases.  There  were  17  males  and  9 females. 
The  figure  for  1950  was  26  deaths.  The  Death  Rate  for  1951  is  0.7  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Cancer — There  were  75  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year, 
40  males  and  35  females,  giving  an  annual  death  rate  of  2.1  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 

Vascular  Diseases — Heart  Disease  and  Circulatory  Diseases — 
There  were  1 1 1 deaths  from  Disease  of  the  Heart  of  which  60  were 
males  and  51  females.  Rheumatic  heart,  2 females.  Arteriosclerotic 
and  degenerative  heart,  55  males  and  44  females.  Other  heart  diseases 
2 males  and  5 females.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease,  3 males. 
Deaths  from  Circulatory  Diseases — Vascular  lesions,  45  males  and 
28  females.  Hypertension,  4 males  and  2 females.  Other  circulatory 
diseases,  3 males  and  4 females.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from 
circulatory  diseases  is  96,  which  is  equal  to  an  annual  death  rate  of 
2.5.  During  the  year  there  were  1 1 1 deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases. 
Deaths  from  Vascular  Diseases  account  for  25  per  cent  of  the  total 
deaths  in  the  Burgh. 


PRINCIPAL  EPIDEMIC  DISEASES 

Scarlet  Fever — There  were  50  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified 
during  1951.  There  were  no  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows 


East  12 

West  4 

Middle  4 

North  5 

Camelon  25 
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Diphtheria — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year  1951. 
The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

North  1 

Erysipelas — There  were  1 1 cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  during  the 
year  1951.  Six  cases  were  removed  to  Hospital. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  1 

West  2 

Middle  4 

North  — 

Camelon  4 


Acute  Primary  Pneumonia — There  were  70  cases  notified  during 
the  year  1951  as  compared  with  79  cases  notified  in  1950. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  22 

West  7 

Middle  7 

North  14 

Camelon  20 


Influenzal  Pneumonia — There  were  33  cases  notified  during  the 
year  1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 

East 
West 
Middle 
North 
Camelon 


13 

3 

2 

9 

6 


Puerperal  Pyrexia — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year 
1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West  1 

Measles — There  were  655  cases  of  Measles  notified  during  the  year 
1951.  This  was  a marked  increase  from  1950  when  375  cases  were 
notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  153 

West  43 

Middle  81 

North  107 

Camelon  271 
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Pneumonia  (not  otherwise  notifiable) — There  was  one  case  notified 
during  the  year  1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

Middle  1 

Dysentery — There  were  95  cases  of  Dysentery  notified  during  the 
year  1951.  This  was  an  increase  from  1950  when  there  were  69  cases 
notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  10 

West  5 

Middle  3 

North  32 

Camelon  45 


Whooping  Cough — There  were  107  cases  of  Whooping  Cough 
notified  during  the  year  1951.  This  was  an  increase  from  1950  when 
70  cases  were  notified. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  19 

West  10 

Middle  13 

North  37 

Camelon  28 


Chickenpox — There  were  18  cases  of  Chickenpox  notified  during 
the  year  1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  2 

West  1 

Middle  4 

North  4 

Camelon  7 


Acute  Poliomyelitis — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the 
year  1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 


Camelon  Ward  1 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the 
year  1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West  1 

Malaria — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year  1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West  1 
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Para-Typhoid  B — There  was  one  case  notified  during  the  year  1951. 
The  Ward  distribution  of  the  case  was  as  follows  : — 

West  1 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — There  were  66  confirmed  cases  notified 
during  the  year  1951. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East  20 

West  10 

Middle  7 

North  12 

Camelon  17 


Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis — There  were  27  confirmed  cases 
notified  during  the  year  1951,  compared  with  14  during  the  year  1950. 

The  Ward  distribution  of  the  cases  was  as  follows  : — 


East 

West 

Middle 

North 

Camelon 


3 

9 

5 

9 

1 


The  following  are  extracts  from  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  importance  of  a pure  wholesome  water  supply  cannot  be 
stressed  too  often.  The  Burgh  is  fortunate  in  receiving  an  abundant 
and  wholesome  supply  from  the  Stirling  and  Falkirk  Water  Board. 
Samples  taken  of  the  various  sources  reaching  the  Burgh  through  the 
distribution  system  of  the  Board  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory 
both  chemically  and  bacteriologically.  The  increasing  demand  for 
water  brought  about  the  erection  of  new  houses  and  industrial  premises 
is  shown  in  the  consumption  figures  provided  by  the  Board.  Excluding 
metered  supplies  the  consumption  was  47  gallons  per  head  per  day, 
the  total  supply  being  78  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

Five  complaints  were  received  regarding  poor  or  dirty  water 
supplies,  and  on  request  investigations  were  made  by  the  Water 
Board.  In  three  instances  where  complaints  were  made  of  poor  supply 
of  water,  the  Water  Engineer  reported  that,  on  completion  of  works 
on  hand  at  Parkhead  reservoir  and  the  mains  therefrom,  there  would  be 
a general  improvement  in  these  instances. 
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DRAINAGE 

The  increasing  number  of  houses  and  other  developments,  and  the 
increasing  use  of  water,  are  also  reflected  in  the  provision  of  an  adequate 
sewerage  system  to  remove  the  waste  water  to  the  place  of  disposal.  The 
works  of  improvement  and  enlargement  of  the  sewers  have  continued 
during  the  year.  As  these  works  progress,  so  will  come  an  improve- 
ment in  the  adequacy  of  the  system  to  meet  present  and  future  demands. 

The  new  sewer  from  Carmuirs  to  Cauldhame  (Work  No.  1)  at  the 
time  of  writing  is  almost  complete,  except  for  short  lengths  at  Glasgow 
Road  and  the  connection  to  the  chamber  at  Cauldhame.  Authorisation 
has  been  received  to  proceed  with  the  storm  water  overflow  from 
Cauldhame  to  the  River  Carron  (Work  No.  6),  and  the  commencing 
date  fixed. 

Eight  alterations  to  existing  drainage  were  inspected  by  the  depart- 
ment, resulting  in  the  installation  of  9 W.C.s,  3 baths,  1 1 wash-hand 
basins,  2 tubs  and  sinks  and  one  urinal.  In  addition,  alterations  to 
existing  houses  resulted  in  the  addition  of  11  W.C.s,  8 baths  and  8 
wash-hand  basins. 


SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


During  the  year  the  sewage  disposal  works  at  Dalderse  continued  to 
operate  satisfactorily,  but  owing  to  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  spare 
parts,  the  digestor  was  not  operating  for  some  time,  necessitating  the 
pumping  of  raw  sludge  to  the  lagoons  during  that  period. 


Recorded  flow  of  sewage 

Average  daily  flow 

Raw  sludge  treated 

Digested  sludge  run  off  to  lagoons 

Average  volume  of  gas  per  day 

Average  volume  of  gas  per  head  of  population 


. 2,067,737,812  gallons 
5,665,133  gallons 
12,040  tons 
201  tons 
16,475  cubic  feet 
0.305  cubic  feet  per  day 


Composition  of  gas  : — 

Methane  64.6% 

Carbon  Dioxide  32.2% 

Hydrogen  3.3  % 

Oxygen  NIL 


RIVERS  POLLUTION 

One  awaits  the  administrative  arrangements  to  be  set  up  in  terms  of 
the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  (Scotland)  Act,  1951,  in  the  ope 
that  these  will  be  followed  by  improved  conditions  in  the  rivers  and 
streams  of  the  country. 
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FACTORIES 

1*  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 
(including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors) 


Premises 

M/c 

line 

Number 

in 

Number  of 

M/c 

No. 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

line 

No. 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

1 

62 

92 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  Local  Authority 

2 

207 

59 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

3 

10 

20 

3 

Total  j 

279 

171 

1 

— 

2*  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

M/c 

line 

No. 

Found 

Remedied 

I 

Ref< 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

;rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

4 

4 

4 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

5 

T 

2 

— 

4 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

5 

(S.3)  ... 

6 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

— 

6 

(S.4)  .... 

7 

J 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

I 

1 

— 

7 

floors  (S.6) 

8 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

— 

— 

8 

(S.7)— 

(a)  insufficient 

9 

4 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

J 

3 

— 

9 

fective 

10 

9 

£ 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

O 

4 

— 

10 

sexes 

] 1 

Other  offences  against  the 

— 

— 

11 

Act  (not  including 

offences  relating  to  i 

Outwork) 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 



12 

Total 

60  | 

18 

14 

0 

10 



1 

60 
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Locally  every  effort  was  continued  to  prevent  or  minimise  the 
pollution  of  burns  and  the  River  Carron.  On  one  occasion  it  was 
necessary  to  interview  representatives  of  an  industrial  firm  about 
pollution  of  a burn,  which  as  a result  of  a choke,  caused  considerable 
pollution  of  a proposed  housing  site. 

The  cause  of  the  chokage  was  removed  and  the  area  affected  was 
cleaned  by  the  firm  concerned.  Samples  of  tar  and  effluent  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  analyst  from  this  burn,  and  traces  of  fish  oil  were  found 
in  the  samples.  Investigations  revealed  that  prior  to  the  samples  being 
taken,  repair  works  had  been  carried  out  on  a manhole  on  the  line  of  the 
old  fish  works  drain,  and  fish  oil  had  been  dislodged  from  the  manhole. 
This  drain  carries  rain  water  only. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  number  of  offensive  trades  operated 
in  the  Burgh.  54  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  the  three  premises 
involved. 

Roughcastle  Fish  Works  continue  to  give  no  cause  for  complaint  and 
the  improvement  is  most  satisfactory,  and  must  be  of  considerable 
benefit  to  all  who  suffered,  for  many  years,  the  offensive  odours  which 
were  typical  of  these  works.  On  several  occasions  complaints  received 
from  the  Carmuirs  housing  area  regarding  smells  from  the  sewers,  were 
found  to  be  due  to  the  heavy  odour  arising  from  considerable  effluent 
discharged  regularly  from  the  Scottish  Tar  Distillery,  Lime  Road. 


FACTORIES 

One  hundred  and  seventy-one  inspections  of  factories  were  made 
during  the  year.  Thirteen  defects  were  noted  during  inspections  or 
reported  by  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  and  in  nine  instances  defects 
were  remedied. 

During  the  period  under  review  alterations  to  nine  factories  were  in 
hand  and  by  the  end  of  the  year,  had  resulted  in  the  installation  of 
24  wash-hand  basins,  22  sprays  and  footbaths,  48  W.C.s,  6 urinals  and 
2 sinks. 

The  largest  improvements  and  additions  to  sanitary  accommo- 
dation have  again  been  carried  out  in  the  light  castings  industry,  and  it 
is  gratifying  to  report  that  most  of  the  foundries  have  provided  bathing 
facilities  for  their  employees.  These  facilities  are  being  well  patronised 
by  the  employees.  Of  the  nine  factories,  mentioned  in  last  year  s 
report,  to  which  additions  and  alterations  were  being  carried  out, 
work  has  been  completed  in  seven  instances. 
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SCHOOLS 

All  schools  in  the  Burgh  were  inspected  and  where  necessary 
attention  drawn  to  the  existence  of  any  defect.  Toward  the  end  of  the 
year  a private  school  was  transferred  from  the  county  area  to  the 
burgh.  At  time  of  writing  this  school  accommodates  60  pupils. 

Progress  on  the  construction  of  the  new  R.C.  school  at  Merchiston 
continues,  and,  when  completed,  will  provide  excellent  facilities  for 
the  pupils. 

In  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  the  department  is 
carrying  out  inspections  of  the  houses  of  children  who  have  been  found 
to  be  infested  with  vermin,  in  an  endeavour  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
infestation.  In  the  majority  of  houses  visited  home  conditions  were 
found  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory. 

BURIAL  GROUNDS 

The  burial  grounds  in  the  Burgh  are  maintained  by  the  staff  of  the 
Cemetery  Superintendent.  The  Falkirk  Cemetery,  the  only  one  in  use 
is  conducted  and  maintained  in  a most  satisfactory  manner  and  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  Superintendent. 

There  is  no  further  progress  to  report  on  the  erection  of  a crema- 
torium. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  S.I.’s  department  continues  to  carry  out  the  investigation  work 
following  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  disease,  and  the  results  are 
reported  to  this  Department. 

tpnf°fftaCtSi  SUCh  Cas?’  ^who  are  emPloyed  in  food  handling  are 
kept  off  work  for  a period  of  time  depending  on  the  circumstances. 

A complaint  received  regarding  illness  after  eating  duck  eggs  was 
investigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  Enquiries  revealed  that  this 
was  an  isolated  case  and  no  other  similar  incident  was  traced.  It  was 
found,  however,  that  consignments  of  duck  eggs  received  by  traders 
were  very  unsatisfactory  and  a considerable  quantity  of  eggs  were 
condemned  During  examination  of  these  eggs  several  were  found  to 
contain  partially  developed  young  birds. 


HOUSING 
Houses  Erected 

. T,w°  hundred  and  ten  houses  were  completed  during  the  year  of 
which  forty  houses  at  Langlees  had  still  to  be  supplied  with  electricity. 

The  number  of  new  houses  let  by  the  Housing  Manager  during  the 
period  27th  December,  1950 — 28th  December,  1951  was  215 

compared  with  197  during  the  previous  year. 


as 
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The  table  below  gives  the  details  of  Local  Authority  houses  as  at 
28th  December,  1951. 


Houses  Erected  and  Acquired  by  the  Local  Authority 


No.  of 

No.  let  since 

No.  let 

No.  sti 

houses 

last  report 

to  date 

to  let 

1919  Act  Scheme 

230 

— 

230 



1923  Act  Scheme 

112 

— 

112 



Insanitary  Area  Scheme  

1270 

— 

1270 

— 

Composite  Scheme 

1320 

— 

1320 

— 

Bog  Road  Development  

278 

38 

278 

— 

Windsor  Road  Develop- 
ment   

324 

36 

148 

176 

Easter  Carmuirs  Develop- 
ment   

494 

109 

408 

86 

Carronside  Street  Develop- 
ment   

10 

10 

10 

David’s  Loan  Development 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Langlees  

72 

20* 

20* 

52 

4112 

215 

3798 

314 

*Twenty  houses  allocated  to  tenants  but  not  occupied  at  31st  December,  1951. 

Three  houses  were  erected  privately  during  the  year. 

FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 

The  work  undertaken  in  this  connection  continues  to  increase. 
Every  effort  is  made  to  see  that  the  requirements  of  the  large  number  of 
Acts  and  Regulations  are  met,  and  every  encouragement  given  to 
traders  to  improve  their  premises  and  methods  to  further  the  cause  of 
food  hygiene.  Co-operation  from  the  traders  has  been  good  and  their 
increasing  interest  in  clean  food  has  been  most  marked. 

Plans  for  a new  bakehouse  to  replace  the  one  mentioned  in  last 
year’s  report  have  been  approved.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  soon  be 
under  construction. 

Following  the  transformation  of  “ back  ” premises  into  suitable 
premises  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream,  several  ice  cream  shop- 
keepers have  now  turned  their  attention  to  the  front  shops,  and  in  five 
instances  it  can  be  reported  that  the  standard  of  these  premises  has 
been  greatly  improved. 


Food  Hygiene 

Every  effort  has  been  made  to  keep  the  clean  food  campaign  before 
the  public.  Something  of  the  publicity  given  to  this  matter  is  contained 
in  the  section  of  the  report  dealing  with  the  Local  Authority  Exhibition. 
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A talk  given  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  Women’s  Citizens’ 
Organisation  included  a section  on  food  handling,  and  opportunity  was 
taken  to  show  three  films  “ Another  case  of  poisoning,”  “ Clean 
Milk,”  and  “ Good  Housewife  in  her  Kitchen.”  Questions  raised  by 
the  members  indicated  the  interest  in  this  subject. 

The  expected  legislation  on  food  hygiene  has  not  yet  been  forth- 
coming, and  this  rather  confines  our  efforts  to  advice  and  the  stimulation 
of  interest.  Nevertheless  progress  has  been  made  and  some  improve- 
ments achieved,  but  these  have  not  been  so  numerous  as  one  would 
like.  Present  day  restrictions  prevent  large  scale  improvements.  The 
provision  of  proper  storage  racks  for  vegetables  and  fruit,  and  the 
discontinuation  of  displaying  goods  on  pavement  level  at  shop  doors 
have  been  noted.  Alterations  carried  out  in  a restaurant  have  con- 
siderably improved  the  kitchen  premises,  and  a high  standard  has  been 
achieved  by  the  installation  of  a dish  washing-machine  (Wade  type), 
new  sink  and  re-decoration  of  premises.  A new  Ladies’  room  has  also 
been  provided.  At  the  end  of  the  year  steps  had  been  taken  to  procure 
notices  regarding  “ Dogs  in  Food  Shops  and  Restaurants,”  recommend- 
ed in  D.H.S.  Circular  No.  119/1951,  and  they  will  be  issued  early  in 
1952  to  all  food  premises. 

It  will  be  interesting  to  see  the  result  of  this  appeal.  It  has  been 
observed  that  objections  have  been  raised  to  the  notices  in  the  public 
press. 


Meat 

The  alterations  to  the  Public  Slaughterhouse  have  been  completed, 
and  have  produced  considerable  improvement  in  structural  conditions 
and  the  handling  technique  for  carcases.  The  premises  are  now  more 
easily  cleaned  and  vermin  control  is  much  more  satisfactory. 

The  inspection  of  meat  at  the  slaughterhouse  is  capably  performed 
by  the  Superintendent  and  his  Assistant. 

The  slaughtering  of  the  animals  is  in  the  hands  of  contractors  and 
the  Local  Authority  has  indicated  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  that  they 
would  be  willing  to  take  over  this  work.  This  would  be  a satisfactory 
development  in  the  administration  of  the  slaughterhouse. 

Nine  slaughterers’  licences  were  issued  but  during  the  year  one 
slaughterer  was  suspended,  and  dismissed  after  court  proceedings. 
The  licence  was  consequently  withdrawn. 

The  number  of  tripes  cleaned  and  other  articles  of  food  prepared 
for  human  consumption  for  the  year  by  the  Local  Authority  at  the 
Slaughterhouse  were  4,144  tripe,  7,760  sheep  bags  and  2,037  set  of  feet. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  was  almost  7,000  below  the 
figure  of  last  year  and  the  fall  was  in  the  number  of  sheep.  The  table 
“ A ” below  gives  the  figures  for  the  year  relative  to  each  class  of 
animal. 
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Table  “ A ” 


Class  of 
Animals 

Number  of  Animals 

Weight  (in  lbs.) 
of  Condemned 
Meat  and  Offal 

Slaughtered 

Wholly 

Condemned 

Partially 

Condemned 

Cattle 

4,783 

58 

25 

94,810 

Calves 

1,586 

63 

1 

3,269 

Sheep 

1 7,087 

24 

2 

6,972 

Pigs  

4,423 

18 

7 

9,241 

Totals 

27,879 

163 

35 

114,292 

Milk 

(1)  Dairies 

Dairy  premises  were  visited  regularly  and  549  inspections  were 
made.  Nine  limewashing  notices  were  issued  and  complied  with 
promptly.  Table  “ B ” below  gives  the  information  desired  by  the 
Department  of  Health. 


Table  “ B ” 


Designated  Licences 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Heat  Treated  and 

Class  of  Trade 

Premises 

Cows 

Certified 

T.T. 

Pasteurised 

Producer  Retailer  .... 

1 

1 







Producer  Wholesalers 

5 

95 

— 

4 

— 

Dealer  Wholesaler  .... 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Retail  Purveyors 

30 

— 

11 

16 

10 

Exempted  Premises  ... 

8 

18 

— 

— 

— 

In  November  a special  survey  of  all  dairy  premises  was  undertaken 
by  a Milk  Inspector  of  the  Department  of  Health.  His  report  received 
by  the  Town  Council,  indicated  that  the  administration  of  the  Acts  and 
the  Orders  were  satisfactory,  and  supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
was  adequate  and  had  been  responsible  for  improving  the  quality  of 
the  milk  sold  in  the  Burgh. 

Only  three  minor  points  raised  in  the  report  to  the  Town  Council 
required  consideration.  My  observations  have  since  been  sent  to  the 
Department  of  Health. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  a licence  to  pasteurise  milk  was  granted 
to  a dealer. 
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(2)  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Scotland)  Act  and  Orders 

Under  the  above,  the  licences  issued  at  31st  December,  1951,  are  for 
a five-year  period.  37  licences  have  been  issued  and  details  of  these  are 
shown  in  Table  “ B ” above. 

One  dairy  farm  with  a Tuberculin  Tested  licence  installed  a mechan- 
ical cooler  during  the  year. 

Eighty  seven  samples  of  designated  milks,  three  milk  samples  taken 
on  receipt  of  an  application  for  a “ Tuberculin  Tested  ” licence  and 
four  ordinary  milks  were  submitted  to  the  Bacteriologist  and  the  results 
are  tabulated  in  Table  I of  the  Appendix.  The  licence  for  the  pro- 
duction of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  was  granted  in  February. 

A report  from  the  County  Authority  regarding  T.T.  Milk  failing  to 
comply  with  the  prescribed  conditions  was  investigated,  and  found  to 
be  due  to  the  bottles  having  a rather  high  count.  Samples  of  washed 
bottles  taken  since  have  shown  the  washing  to  be  satisfactory. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  report  to  the  Stirling  County  Authorities 
that  a retailer  from  the  County,  holding  a supplementary  licence  from 
the  Burgh,  was  retailing  Certified  Milk  in  cartons  on  which  there  was 
no  indication  of  the  contents,  nor  any  of  the  particulars  required  by 
the  Regulations. 

(3)  Scottish  Milk  Testing  Scheme 

The  work  under  this  scheme  continued,  and  up  to  June  the 
staff  continued  to  take  samples,  not  only  from  all  dealers  and  pro- 
ducer/retailers under  500  gallons  per  day,  but  undertook  the  work  at 
the  S.C.W.S.  Creamery.  From  that  date  the  Creamery  carried  out 
the  work  in  their  own  laboratory.  I understand  that  since  then  they 
have  withdrawn  from  the  Scheme,  and  as  a result  there  is  now  a gap  in 
the  scheme  but,  no  doubt,  the  Department  of  Health  will  be  taking  some 
action. 

The  number  of  tests  undertaken  at  Arnotdale  are  thus  lower  than 
the  previous  year,  and  the  details  of  2,206  tests  carried  out  are  as 
follows  : — 


Test 

Samples 

Taken 

Passed 

Failed 

Chemical  Analysis  .... 

60 

60 

0 

Resazurin  

1,745 

1,705 

40 

Methylene  Blue 

401 

387 

14 

Totals 

2,206 

2,152 

54 

50 


As  a result  of  these  tests  the  Department  sent  notifications  regarding 
failures  under  the  scheme,  to  those  concerned,  viz., 


Notifications  to  Producers  40 

Notifications  to  other  Local  Authorities  

Notifications  to  Milk  Marketing  Board  1 


The  figures  indicate  an  improvement  over  the  previous  years 
in  the  keeping  quality  of  the  milk. 


Food  and  Drugs 

The  complete  details  of  the  samples  taken  during  the  year  are  shown 
in  Table  II  of  the  Appendix. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-five  samples,  of  which  26  were  taken 
formally,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst.  24  informal  samples, 
comprising  1 T.T.,  2 Certified  milks  and  21  Ice  Creams,  and  4 samples 
taken  formally,  were  non-genuine.  Two  butchers  concerned  with  the 
failure  to  comply  with  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  respect  of  pre- 
servatives in  mince  were  prosecuted,  pled  guilty,  and  were  fined  £8 
and  £5  respectively.  In  the  case  of  two  samples  of  whisky  reported 
non-genuine,  the  Town  Council  sent  letters  of  warning  to  the  licence- 
holders. 

Several  complaints  received  during  the  year  regarding  food  stuffs 
were  investigated,  but  in  one  case  only  was  evidence  of  contamination 
found.  The  complaint  in  this  instance  came  from  outwith  the  Burgh, 
regarding  the  presence  of  phenolic  disinfectant  in  a bottle  of  aerated 
water  manufactured  in  the  Burgh.  The  analyst  reported  that  the  con- 
tamination had  probably  been  derived  from  the  stopper  which  had  a 
distinct  smell  of  disinfectant.  Investigations  at  the  factory  revealed 
no  possible  source  of  such  contamination. 

An  unusual  complaint  was  received  by  the  department  regarding  a 
piece  of  meat,  purchased  as  chicken,  which  was  thought  to  be  rabbit. 
Three  pieces  had  been  purchased  from  a local  trader  and  two  were 
readily  identifiable  as  chicken  or  fowl,  the  third  piece  being  doubtful. 
On  examination  of  the  bone  structure  after  removal  of  the  flesh  it  was 
found  to  be  fowl  but  of  an  unidentifiable  species. 

Food  Labelling  Orders  and  Merchandise  Marks  Act. 

During  the  year  no  contraventions  were  observed  of  the  Food 
Labelling  Orders.  Notices  informing  traders  of  the  provision  of  the 
Merchandise  Marks  Act  were  issued  to  all  shops  likely  to  be  affected. 
Traders  took  advantage  of  the  visits  by  the  Inspectors  to  verify  any 
points  in  the  Orders.  Subsequent  inspections  have  revealed  no  breach 
of  the  Act  or  Orders. 
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14 

5 

0 

26 

0 


Ice  Cream 

Despite  repeated  efforts  four  applications  still  remain  to  be  dealt 
with  under  the  Ice  Cream  (Scotland)  Regulations.  This  is  not  due  to 
any  fault  of  the  department  or  the  applicants.  Three  of  the  applications 
are  really  dependent  on  one  manufacturing  application.  Complicated 
egal  considerations  about  a site  are  holding  up  the  settlement,  but,  as 
the  successful  solution  of  this  problem  is  of  considerable  importance 
to  other  activities  of  the  local  authority,  the  delay  is  somewhat  justified. 
Every  effort  will  be  made  to  settle  the  matter  as  quickly  as  possible. 

The  position  regarding  registrations  at  31st  December,  1951  was 
as  follows  : — ’ 

Premises  Vehicles 

No.  of  Registrations  granted  in  1951  13 

No.  of  Registrations  cancelled  in  1951  5 

No.  of  Registrations  relinquished  in  1951  0 

Total  No.  of  Registrations  in  force  at  3 1 st  Dec.,  1951  57 

No.  of  applications  outstanding  at  31st  Dec.,  1951  4 

Four  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  for  chemical  analysis 
and  33  for  bacteriological  examination.  y 

On  1st  March,  1951,  a quality  standard  for  ice  cream  was  laid  down, 
v/z., 

Fat  50/ 

Sugar |()<‘" 

Milk  Solids  15°/ 

This  standard  immediately  produced  difficulties  to  the  small  traders 
and  the  samples  generally  throughout  the  remainder  of  the  year  did  not 
comply  with  the  new  standard.  J 

The  ice  cream  trader  in  a short  space  of  three  years  has  not  only  had 
registration  of  his  premises,  but  a quality  standard  fixed  for  his  product. 

. mifiar  legislation  in  the  case  of  milk  was  much  more  gradual.  The 
traders  have  responded  well  to  the  control  put  upon  them,  and  while 
they  were  kept  informed  of  the  failures  to  reach  the  quality  standard,  no 
formal  samples  were  taken.  A special  letter  was  sent  to  each  trader 
thgt  tning  the  standard,  and  advising  them  to  consider  their  methods  so 
that  they  would  produce  a product  able  to  comply  with  the  standard  and 
e a satisfactory  product.  The  Town  Council  indicated  that  they  would 
take  a serious  view  of  continued  failures  after  a reasonable  time  to 

t r ^JUSt,m,entS-  ,By  1952  there  should  be  no  reason  why  the 
fIcfor?product°  ^ * technique  caPable  of  SivinS  a satis- 

Of  40  samples  submitted  to  the  analyst  for  chemical  analysis  22 
samples  were  found  to  be  deficient  m fat  according  to  the  new  standard. 
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Thirty-three  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
and  an  extract  from  the  results  showed  : 

14  samples  with  counts  of  1,000  or  less  per  ml. 

15  samples  with  counts  between  1,000/100,000  per  ml. 

1 sample  with  count  between  100,000/200,000  per  ml. 

2 samples  with  counts  between  200,000/500,000  per  ml. 

1 sample  with  count  over  500,000  per  ml. 

2 samples  showed  positive  B.Coli  in  1/100  ml. 

All  results  were  notified  to  the  dealers  concerned  and,  where 
necessary,  investigation  was  carried  out  to  determine  the  cause  of 
unsatisfactory  results. 

Iced  Lollipops 

Visits  of  inspection  were  made  to  all  premises  from  which  iced 
lollies  were  being  sold.  A representative  from  the  Department  of 
Health  was  present  during  these  inspections,  with  a view  to  collecting 
information  to  determine  if  legislation  was  necessary  to  bring  this 
commodity  in  line  with  ice  cream. 

Four  samples  of  iced  lollipops  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst 
for  examination.  His  report  indicated  that  they  were  satisfactory  and 
the  results  are  tabulated  for  information. 

A sample  of  lollipop  syrup  was  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  who 
reported  that  it  was  genuine. 


Article 

Solids 

% 

Bacterial 

Count/ml 

B/Coli 

Acidity 

as  Citric 

Acid 

°/ 

/o 

Prohibited 

Colour 

Matte^r 

Ice  Lollipop 

99  99 

5.73 

2.83 

4.07 

3.23 

Nil 

1,000 

Nil 

100 

Absent 

0.28 

0.13 

0.24 

0.15 

Absent 

99 

Other  Foods 

In  the  course  of  food  shop  inspections,  or  as  a result  of  requests  by 
food  retailers,  the  undernoted  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit 
Surrender  certificates  were  issued  by  the  Department  in  respect  o 
these  goods,  which  were  subsequently  destroyed  Fish  143  lbs  , 
Meat,  l,623f  lbs.  ; Tinned  Foods,  141  tins  ; Cartons  of  Food,  897  , 
Bottles  and  Jars,  726. 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 
Result  of  Samples 
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TABLE  II 

Samples  Procured  under  Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928 
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Sweet  Milk  

T.T.  Milk  

T.T.  Pasteurised  Milk  

Pasteurised  Milk  

Certified  Milk  

Ice  Cream  

Iced  Lollipops  

Double  Cream  

Blackcurrant  Lollipop  Mixture  

Tinned  Meat 

Sausages  

Cooking  Fat 

Tinned  Salmon  ....  . ..  

Monosterate  Powder  

Synthetic  Whipping  Cream  

Mince 

Black  Pepper 

Mustard  

Self-Raising  Flour  

Baking  Powder  

Bramble  Jelly 

Olive  Oil  

Salad  Cream 

Ham  Beef  Paste  

Butter 

Cheese 

Whisky  

Rum  

Totals  .... 

BURGH  CLINICS 
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